
10 Print Projects with Top Techniques to Get
You Started
Printmaking is a versatile and rewarding art form that can be used to create
a wide variety of images, from simple line drawings to complex multi-
layered compositions. With a little practice, anyone can learn the basic
techniques of printmaking and begin creating their own unique works of art.

In this article, we will introduce you to 10 print projects that are perfect for
beginners. These projects will teach you the basics of printmaking and give
you the opportunity to experiment with different techniques.
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1. Relief Printing: Lino Block Print

Relief printing is a type of printmaking in which the image is raised above
the surface of the printing plate. This is achieved by carving away the areas
of the plate that will not be printed. Lino block printing is a popular form of
relief printing that uses a linoleum block as the printing plate.

To create a lino block print, start by drawing your design on the linoleum
block. Then, use a sharp knife to carve away the areas of the block that will
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not be printed. Be sure to carve carefully and evenly, as the depth of the
carving will determine the amount of ink that is transferred to the paper.

Once the block is carved, ink it up with a roller and press it onto a piece of
paper. The inked areas of the block will transfer to the paper, creating your
print.

2. Intaglio Printing: Drypoint

Intaglio printing is a type of printmaking in which the image is recessed
below the surface of the printing plate. This is achieved by scratching or
engraving the design into the plate. Drypoint is a form of intaglio printing
that uses a sharp needle to scratch the design into a metal plate.

To create a drypoint print, start by drawing your design on the metal plate.
Then, use a sharp needle to scratch the design into the plate. Be sure to
scratch carefully and evenly, as the depth of the scratches will determine
the amount of ink that is transferred to the paper.

Once the design is scratched into the plate, ink it up with a roller and wipe
away the excess ink. The inked areas of the plate will transfer to the paper,
creating your print.

3. Planographic Printing: Lithography

Planographic printing is a type of printmaking in which the image is created
on a flat surface. This is achieved by using a chemical process to create a
water-resistant image on the printing plate. Lithography is a form of
planographic printing that uses a limestone plate as the printing plate.



To create a lithograph, start by drawing your design on the limestone plate.
Then, use a chemical solution to create a water-resistant image on the
plate. The areas of the plate that are not water-resistant will absorb water,
while the areas that are water-resistant will repel water.

Once the image is created on the plate, ink it up with a roller. The water-
resistant areas of the plate will accept the ink, while the water-absorbent
areas will repel the ink. The inked areas of the plate will transfer to the
paper, creating your print.

4. Stencil Printing: Screen Printing

Stencil printing is a type of printmaking in which the image is created by
using a stencil to block the flow of ink. Screen printing is a popular form of
stencil printing that uses a mesh screen as the stencil.

To create a screen print, start by creating your design on a transparency.
Then, transfer the design to a mesh screen. The areas of the screen that
are covered by the design will block the flow of ink, while the areas that are
not covered by the design will allow the ink to pass through.

Once the design is transferred to the screen, ink it up with a roller and
press it onto a piece of paper. The ink will pass through the areas of the
screen that are not covered by the design, creating your print.

5. Monotype Printing: Monoprint

Monotype printing is a type of printmaking in which the image is created by
painting or drawing on a metal or glass plate. The plate is then inked up
and pressed onto a piece of paper. Monoprints are unique, as each print is
slightly different due to the nature of the printing process.



To create a monoprint, start by painting or drawing your design on the
metal or glass plate. Then, ink up the plate with a roller and press it onto a
piece of paper. The inked areas of the plate will transfer to the paper,
creating your print.

6. Collagraph Printing: Collagraph

Collagraph printing is a type of printmaking in which the image is created
by gluing different materials to a printing plate. The plate is then inked up
and pressed onto a piece of paper. Collagraphs can be used to create a
wide variety of textures and effects.

To create a collagraph, start by gluing different materials to a printing plate.
The materials can be anything from paper and fabric to wood and metal.
Once the materials are glued to the plate, ink it up with a roller and press it
onto a piece of paper. The inked areas of the plate will transfer to the
paper, creating your print.

7. Photogravure Printing: Photogravure

Photogravure printing is a type of printmaking in which the image is created
by using a photographic negative to transfer the design to a metal plate.
The plate is then etched with acid to create a recessed image.
Photogravures are known for their rich tones and fine details.

To create a photogravure, start by creating a photographic negative of your
design. Then, transfer the negative to a metal plate. The plate is then
etched with acid to create a recessed image. Once the plate is etched, ink
it up with a roller and press it onto a piece of paper. The inked areas of the
plate will transfer to the paper, creating your print.



8. Digital Printing: Giclée Print

Digital printing is a type of printmaking in which the image is created using
a computer and a digital printer. Giclée prints are known for their high
quality and archival properties.

To create a giclée print, start by creating a digital image of your design.
Then, print the image on a high-quality digital printer. Giclée prints can be
printed on a variety of papers and canvases.

9. Experimental Printmaking: Cyanotype

Experimental printmaking is a type of printmaking in which the artist uses
unconventional materials and techniques to create their work. Cyanotypes
are a form of experimental printmaking that uses a chemical process to
create a blue-tinted image.

To create a cyanotype, start by coating a piece of paper with a light-
sensitive solution. Then, place a negative or object on the paper and
expose it to sunlight. The areas of the paper that are exposed to sunlight
will turn blue, while the areas that are not exposed to sunlight will remain
white.

10. Mixed Media Printmaking: Mixed Media Print

Mixed media printmaking is a type of printmaking in which the artist uses a
combination of different printmaking techniques to create their work. Mixed
media prints can be very creative and unique.

To create a mixed media print, start by choosing two or more printmaking
techniques that you would like to use. Then, experiment with different ways
to combine the techniques to create your own unique work of art.



Printmaking is a versatile and rewarding art form that can be used to create
a wide variety of images. With a little practice, anyone can learn the basic
techniques of printmaking and begin creating their own unique works of art.

The 10 print projects in this article are a great way to get started with
printmaking. These projects will teach you the basics of printmaking and
give you the opportunity to experiment with different techniques. Once you
have mastered the basics, you can start experimenting with your own ideas
and creating your own unique works of art.
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