
50 Hollywood Screenwriters Share Their
Stories of Success and Failure
Hollywood is a dream factory, and screenwriters are the architects of those
dreams. They are the ones who create the stories that we watch on screen,
and they have the power to make us laugh, cry, and think. But what does it
take to be a successful screenwriter? And what are the challenges that they
face?

To answer these questions, we talked to 50 of Hollywood's top
screenwriters. They shared their stories of success and failure, and they
offered their advice to aspiring writers. Here's what they had to say:
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On the Importance of Hard Work

"There's no substitute for hard work," said Aaron Sorkin, the Oscar-winning
screenwriter of The Social Network and The West Wing. "You have to be
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willing to put in the hours, and you have to be willing to do the research.
Writing is a craft, and it takes practice to get good at it."

Shonda Rhimes, the creator of Grey's Anatomy and Scandal, agreed.
"Writing is a muscle," she said. "The more you use it, the stronger it gets.
So the best way to become a better writer is to write every day."

On the Importance of Belief

"You have to believe in yourself and your work," said Quentin Tarantino, the
director and screenwriter of Pulp Fiction and Django Unchained. "There will
be times when people tell you that your work is no good, but you can't let
that discourage you. You have to keep believing in yourself and your
vision."

Diablo Cody, the Oscar-winning screenwriter of Juno, agreed. "You have to
have faith in your own voice," she said. "Don't try to write what you think
people want to read. Write what you're passionate about."

On the Importance of Networking

"Networking is essential for screenwriters," said Brad Bird, the director and
screenwriter of The Incredibles and Ratatouille. "You need to meet people
in the industry, and you need to make connections. The more people you
know, the more likely you are to get your work noticed."

Lena Dunham, the creator and star of Girls, agreed. "Networking is all
about building relationships," she said. "You want to find people who are
interested in your work, and you want to build a rapport with them. The
more relationships you build, the more opportunities you'll have."



On the Importance of Perseverance

"Perseverance is key," said Steven Spielberg, the director and screenwriter
of E.T. the Extra-Terrestrial and Schindler's List. "There will be times when
you face rejection and setbacks, but you can't give up. You have to keep
fighting for your dreams."

James Cameron, the director and screenwriter of Titanic and Avatar,
agreed. "Don't let anyone tell you that you can't do something," he said. "If
you have a dream, go for it. Nothing is impossible if you set your mind to it."

On the Importance of Luck

"Luck plays a role in success," said Christopher Nolan, the director and
screenwriter of The Dark Knight and Inception. "But you can't rely on luck
alone. You have to work hard, and you have to be prepared for
opportunities when they come your way."

Guillermo del Toro, the director and screenwriter of Pan's Labyrinth and
The Shape of Water, agreed. "Luck is a fickle mistress," he said. "But if
you're prepared, you can make the most of it when it comes your way."

Advice for Aspiring Screenwriters

In addition to sharing their stories of success and failure, the screenwriters
we spoke to also offered their advice to aspiring writers. Here's what they
had to say:

* "Write what you know," said Aaron Sorkin. "Write about things that you're
passionate about, and that you have experience with. That's where the best
stories come from." * "Read as much as you can," said Shonda Rhimes.
"Read great books, read great screenplays, and read great articles. The



more you read, the better your writing will become." * "Take classes and
workshops," said Quentin Tarantino. "Learn the craft of screenwriting, and
get feedback from other writers. The more you learn, the better your writing
will become." * "Network with other screenwriters," said Brad Bird. "Go to
industry events, and meet people in the business. The more people you
know, the more likely you are to get your work noticed." * "Don't give up,"
said Steven Spielberg. "Rejection is a part of the business. But if you
believe in yourself and your work, you will eventually succeed."

Becoming a successful screenwriter takes hard work, dedication, and
perseverance. But if you have a dream, and you're willing to put in the
effort, anything is possible. So what are you waiting for? Start writing today!
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