
Hong Kong Memoir: The Impossible City of
High-Rises and Human Density
Hong Kong, the city of skyscrapers and a dense population, is often
considered as one of the most vibrant and exciting cities in the world. But
behind this façade lies a complex and often contradictory reality.

In her memoir, The Impossible City: A Hong Kong Memoir, China expert
and journalist Karen Cheung shares her personal experiences of living in
Hong Kong for over 20 years. She paints a vivid picture of a city that is both
alluring and alienating, a place where wealth and poverty coexist side by
side.
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Cheung's memoir is not a travelogue or a tourist guide. It is a deeply
personal and insightful account of what it is like to live in Hong Kong as an
outsider. She writes about the challenges of adapting to a new culture, the
loneliness and isolation that can come with living in a foreign land, and the
sense of displacement that many immigrants experience.
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But Cheung's memoir is also a celebration of Hong Kong. She writes about
the city's vibrant street life, its delicious food, and its beautiful scenery. She
also describes the many ways that Hong Kongers have adapted to the
unique challenges of living in such a dense and crowded environment.

The Impossible City is a must-read for anyone who is interested in Hong
Kong, China, or the experience of immigration. It is a powerful and moving
account of what it means to make a home in a foreign land.

The City of Contradictions

Hong Kong is a city of contradictions. It is a place of great wealth and
opportunity, but it is also a place of extreme poverty and inequality. It is a
city of skyscrapers and high-rises, but it is also a city of narrow streets and
crowded slums. It is a city of immigrants from all over the world, but it is
also a city with a strong sense of local identity.

Cheung captures these contradictions in her memoir. She writes about the
luxury shopping malls and high-end restaurants that cater to the city's
wealthy elite. But she also writes about the cramped apartments and
subdivided flats where many of the city's poor live. She describes the
beautiful parks and hiking trails that are scattered throughout the city, but
she also writes about the pollution and traffic that can make living in Hong
Kong so difficult.

Cheung's memoir is a valuable contribution to the literature on Hong Kong.
It is a deeply personal and insightful account of what it is like to live in this
complex and fascinating city.

The Experience of Immigration



Cheung's memoir is also a powerful exploration of the experience of
immigration. She writes about the challenges of adapting to a new culture,
the loneliness and isolation that can come with living in a foreign land, and
the sense of displacement that many immigrants experience.

Cheung's experiences are not unique. Many immigrants have similar
experiences when they move to a new country. They may feel like they
don't belong, they may struggle to learn the language and the customs, and
they may feel homesick for their family and friends back home.

But Cheung also writes about the ways that immigrants can overcome
these challenges. She writes about the importance of finding a community
of other immigrants, learning the language, and getting involved in the local
community. She also writes about the importance of staying connected to
one's home country and culture.

Cheung's memoir is a valuable resource for anyone who is thinking about
immigrating to a new country. It is a powerful and moving account of the
challenges and rewards of the immigrant experience.

The Impossible City is a must-read for anyone who is interested in Hong
Kong, China, or the experience of immigration. It is a powerful and moving
account of what it means to make a home in a foreign land.

Cheung's memoir is a valuable contribution to the literature on Hong Kong.
It is a deeply personal and insightful account of what it is like to live in this
complex and fascinating city. It is also a powerful exploration of the
experience of immigration. Cheung's memoir is a must-read for anyone
who is interested in Hong Kong, China, or the experience of immigration.
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