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Lightning is a powerful and awe-inspiring force of nature. It can be both
destructive and creative, illuminating the sky with its brilliant flash and
leaving behind a path of destruction in its wake.
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In the realm of literature, lightning has often been used as a symbol of
inspiration, insight, and revelation.

In this article, we will explore the theme of "path lit by lightning" in literature,
examining how different authors have used this image to convey a range of
meanings and emotions.

1. "Ode to a Nightingale" by John Keats

In his poem "Ode to a Nightingale," John Keats uses the image of a path lit
by lightning to describe the transformative power of art.

The speaker of the poem is in a state of despair, but the song of the
nightingale fills him with hope and joy.

He imagines himself following the nightingale's song into a magical realm
where he can forget his troubles.

The path lit by lightning represents the path to artistic inspiration and
transcendence.

"Fade far away, dissolve, and quite forget / What thou among the leaves
hast never known, / The weariness, the fever, and the fret / Here, where
men sit and hear each other groan; / Where palsy shakes a few, sad, last
gray hairs, / Where youth grows pale, and spectre-thin, and dies; / Where
but to think is to be full of sorrow / And leaden-eyed despairs, / Where
Beauty cannot keep her lustrous eyes, / Or new Love pine at them beyond
tomorrow."

2. "The Road Not Taken" by Robert Frost



In his poem "The Road Not Taken," Robert Frost uses the image of a path
lit by lightning to represent the choices we make in life.

The speaker of the poem comes to a fork in the road, and he must decide
which path to take.

He chooses the path that is less traveled, and he wonders what would have
happened if he had taken the other path.

The path lit by lightning represents the unknown, the path that is full of
potential and danger.

"Two roads diverged in a yellow wood, / And sorry I could not travel both /
And be one traveler, long I stood / And looked down one as far as I could /
To where it bent in the undergrowth;"

3. "The Great Gatsby" by F. Scott Fitzgerald

In his novel The Great Gatsby, F. Scott Fitzgerald uses the image of a path
lit by lightning to represent the American Dream.

The protagonist of the novel, Jay Gatsby, is a man who has achieved great
wealth, but he is ultimately unable to find happiness.

Gatsby's dream is to win back the love of his life, Daisy Buchanan, but she
is already married to another man.

The path lit by lightning represents the American Dream, the dream of
success and happiness, but it is also a dream that is often unattainable.



"Gatsby believed in the green light, the orgastic future that year by year
recedes before us. It eluded us then, but that's no matter—to-morrow we
will run faster, stretch out our arms farther.... And then one fine morning
——"

4. "Beloved" by Toni Morrison

In her novel Beloved, Toni Morrison uses the image of a path lit by lightning
to represent the journey of a slave woman named Sethe.

Sethe has escaped from slavery, but she is still haunted by the memories
of her past.

She is also tormented by the ghost of her murdered daughter, Beloved.

The path lit by lightning represents Sethe's journey towards healing and
redemption.

"She put her other arm around Denver’s shoulders, and together they
turned toward 124, Beloved floating between them, the three of them
moving like one body, one desire. As they neared the house, the moon
broke from behind a cloud and threw a path of light from their feet to the
porch. Denver looked down at it. Sethe did not need to look, could walk it
blind. Because the light came not from the moon but from Beloved."

The image of a path lit by lightning is a powerful and evocative one that has
been used by authors for centuries to convey a range of meanings and
emotions.

This image can represent inspiration, insight, revelation, choice, dreams,
and healing.



It is a reminder that even in the darkest of times, there is always hope for a
brighter future.
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