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Picking Cotton is a powerful and moving memoir by Jennifer Thompson-
Cannino that tells the story of her childhood as the daughter of
sharecroppers in Alabama and her journey to overcome the systemic
racism and economic oppression she faced. The book has received critical
acclaim and has been praised for its honesty, courage, and resilience.

Themes

Picking Cotton explores a number of important themes, including:

Racism: The book provides a firsthand account of the racism that was
prevalent in the South during the 1950s and 1960s. Thompson-
Cannino describes how she and her family were treated as second-
class citizens and subjected to discrimination and violence.

Oppression: The book also explores the economic oppression that
sharecroppers faced. Thompson-Cannino's family was forced to work
long hours in the fields for little pay, and they were constantly at risk of
being evicted from their home.

Resilience: Despite the challenges she faced, Thompson-Cannino
never gave up on her dreams. She went on to graduate from college
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and become a successful businesswoman. Her story is an inspiring
example of the human spirit's ability to overcome adversity.

Characters

The main characters in Picking Cotton are:

Jennifer Thompson-Cannino: The author of the book and the
protagonist of the story. Jennifer is a strong and determined woman
who overcomes the challenges she faces to achieve her dreams.

Her parents: Jennifer's parents are sharecroppers who work hard to
provide for their family. They are loving and supportive, but they are
also victims of the racism and oppression that is prevalent in the
South.

Her siblings: Jennifer has several siblings who also face the
challenges of growing up in a racist and oppressive society.

Her white friends: Jennifer makes friends with several white children,
who help her to see the world from a different perspective.

Impact

Picking Cotton has had a profound impact on readers. The book has
helped to raise awareness of the racism and oppression that sharecroppers
faced in the South. It has also inspired readers to overcome their own
challenges and to fight for justice.

In addition to its literary impact, Picking Cotton has also been used as a
teaching tool in schools and universities. The book has helped to educate
students about the history of racism in the United States and the
importance of fighting for civil rights.



Picking Cotton is a powerful and moving memoir that tells an important
story about race, oppression, and redemption. The book is a must-read for
anyone who wants to understand the history of the civil rights movement in
the United States.
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