
Roger Corman's New World Pictures: A
Trailblazing Studio of the 1970s and 1980s
Roger Corman's New World Pictures, founded in 1970, revolutionized the
film industry during the 1970s and 1980s. Known for its low-budget,
exploitation-style movies, New World Pictures played a pivotal role in
fostering the careers of countless filmmakers and actors who would later
become icons in their respective fields. This article delves into the history,
impact, and legacy of Roger Corman's New World Pictures, highlighting its
groundbreaking films, innovative distribution strategies, and enduring
influence on American cinema.

The Genesis of New World Pictures

Roger Corman, a legendary filmmaker known for his B-movie classics,
established New World Pictures to gain greater creative control over his
projects. After a falling out with American International Pictures
(AIP),Corman ventured out on his own, determined to produce films that
defied industry norms and pushed the boundaries of cinematic expression.
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Exploitation Cinema and Low-Budget Masterpieces

New World Pictures became synonymous with exploitation cinema, a genre
known for its sensationalistic themes, graphic violence, and explicit content.
Corman's films often explored taboo subjects and challenged social
conventions, catering to a niche audience seeking unconventional
entertainment.

Despite their low budgets, New World Pictures' films exhibited a
remarkable level of artistry and craftsmanship. Corman's keen eye for
talent and his unwavering commitment to storytelling resulted in a string of
critically acclaimed cult classics, including "The Trip" (1967),"The Wild
Angels" (1966),and "Death Race 2000" (1975).

Nurturing Emerging Talent

Roger Corman's New World Pictures played a pivotal role in launching the
careers of numerous talented filmmakers and actors. Among those who
gained their early experience under Corman's tutelage were Francis Ford
Coppola, Martin Scorsese, and James Cameron. Corman's willingness to
take risks and experiment with unconventional approaches provided these
young filmmakers with an invaluable platform to showcase their skills and
develop their craft.
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Innovative Distribution Strategies

New World Pictures employed innovative distribution strategies to reach
their target audience. Corman understood the importance of marketing and
promotion, and he often released his films in double or triple features to
maximize box office returns. He also targeted the drive-in theater circuit,
which became a lucrative market for New World Pictures' low-budget
exploitation fare.

The Twilight of New World Pictures

The 1980s marked a period of decline for New World Pictures. The rise of
home video and the changing tastes of moviegoers made it increasingly
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difficult for the studio to achieve financial success. Corman sold New World
Pictures to Vestron Pictures in 1983, and the studio ceased producing films
shortly thereafter.

Legacy and Influence

Despite its brief lifespan, New World Pictures left an enduring mark on
American cinema. The studio's low-budget aesthetic, exploitation-style
films, and unwavering commitment to artistic freedom inspired generations
of filmmakers. Many of New World Pictures' productions have become cult
classics, and the studio's legacy continues to be celebrated by fans of
independent and exploitation cinema.

Roger Corman's New World Pictures was a groundbreaking film studio that
pushed the boundaries of cinematic expression during the 1970s and
1980s. Through its low-budget masterpieces, innovative distribution
strategies, and unwavering support for emerging talent, New World
Pictures played a pivotal role in shaping the landscape of American
cinema. The studio's legacy continues to inspire filmmakers and entertain
audiences to this day, cementing its place as a legendary force in the
history of independent filmmaking.
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