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The life of Siggi Wilzig is a testament to the indomitable spirit of the human
soul. From his harrowing experiences as an Auschwitz survivor to his
triumphs in the worlds of real estate, horse racing, and philanthropy,
Wilzig's journey is an inspiration to all who face adversity.

Early Life and the Holocaust

Siggi Wilzig was born into a wealthy Jewish family in Warsaw, Poland in
1920. His idyllic childhood was shattered by the outbreak of World War II
and the Nazi invasion of Poland. His family was forced into the Warsaw
Ghetto, and in 1943, he and his siblings were sent to the Auschwitz
concentration camp.
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Wilzig endured unimaginable horrors in Auschwitz, losing both of his
parents and two of his siblings. He was subjected to starvation, forced
labor, and the constant threat of death. Yet, amidst the darkness, Wilzig
clung to a flicker of hope.

Liberation and Immigration to the United States

In 1945, Auschwitz was liberated by the Soviet Army. Wilzig, emaciated and
broken, was one of the few survivors. He spent the next several years in
displaced persons camps in Europe, struggling to rebuild his life.

In 1949, Wilzig immigrated to the United States with his wife, Irene. They
settled in New York City with nothing but the clothes on their backs. Wilzig
worked a series of menial jobs, but he was determined to build a better life
for himself and his family.

From Penniless to Billionaire

In the early 1950s, Wilzig began investing in real estate. He started small,
buying and selling single-family homes. Over time, he built a successful
real estate empire, amassing a fortune in the billions of dollars.

Wilzig's business acumen extended beyond real estate. He also became a
successful Thoroughbred racehorse owner and breeder. His horses have
won some of the most prestigious races in the world, including the
Kentucky Derby and the Belmont Stakes.

Philanthropy and Legacy

Throughout his life, Wilzig has never forgotten his experiences in
Auschwitz. He is a generous philanthropist, supporting a wide range of



causes related to Holocaust remembrance and education, as well as
Jewish and Israeli charities.

In 1993, Wilzig co-founded the Auschwitz-Birkenau Memorial Foundation,
which supports the preservation and restoration of the Auschwitz-Birkenau
State Museum. He has also established the Siggi Wilzig Holocaust Center
in Jerusalem, which offers educational programs and resources about the
Holocaust.

Siggi Wilzig's story is one of resilience, triumph, and compassion. He
overcame unimaginable adversity to achieve great success in business and
philanthropy. His legacy is one that will continue to inspire generations to
come.

The life of Siggi Wilzig is a reminder that even in the darkest of times, hope
can prevail. His indomitable spirit and unwavering determination are a
testament to the human capacity for resilience and compassion. Siggi
Wilzig is a true hero, an inspiration to all who have faced adversity and a
beacon of light in the fight against intolerance and hate.



Siggi Wilzig, Holocaust survivor and philanthropist

Additional Resources:

Siggi Wilzig's official website

Auschwitz-Birkenau Memorial Foundation

Siggi Wilzig Holocaust Center
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