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Kristina McMorris's captivating novel, "The Pieces We Keep," is a poignant
and thought-provoking exploration of family secrets, the complexities of
history, and the enduring power of love and resilience.
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A Journey through Time and Secrets

The novel unfolds in two alternating timelines. In the present day, archivist
Wren Sterling stumbles upon a box of forgotten letters in the depths of her
grandfather's attic. As she delves into their contents, she uncovers a web of
secrets that have been hidden for decades.

Meanwhile, in 1943, Margaret, a young woman living in war-torn London,
embarks on a dangerous mission. Her husband, Robert, a British soldier,
has been captured by the Nazis, and she is desperate to find him. Her
journey takes her through the horrors of the Blitz and into the shadowy
world of espionage and resistance.

The Weight of History

McMorris deftly weaves these two stories together, illuminating the ways in
which history shapes the lives of individuals. Wren's discovery of the letters
forces her to confront her family's past and the painful truths it contains.

Through Margaret's experiences, McMorris vividly depicts the resilience
and sacrifices of those who lived through the Second World War. The novel
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is a testament to the enduring legacy of war and the profound impact it has
on generations to come.

The Power of Family

At its core, "The Pieces We Keep" is a story about family. The bonds
between Wren and her grandfather, and between Margaret and her
husband, are a source of strength and comfort as they navigate the
challenges of their lives.

Through their stories, McMorris explores the importance of family secrets
and the ways in which they can both haunt and heal. The novel is a
poignant reminder that the past is never truly forgotten and that the choices
we make have far-reaching consequences.

A Literary Masterpiece

McMorris's writing is both lyrical and evocative, immersing the reader in the
sights, sounds, and emotions of her characters. Her meticulous historical
research brings the past to life, creating a vivid and authentic backdrop for
her story.

The characters in "The Pieces We Keep" are complex and relatable, their
struggles and triumphs mirroring the human experience. Wren's journey of
self-discovery and Margaret's unwavering determination are both inspiring
and heartbreaking.

“ "This is a book that will stay with you long after you finish
reading it. It is a powerful and moving story about the



resilience of the human spirit and the enduring power of love."
--Historical Novel Society”

Kristina McMorris's "The Pieces We Keep" is an extraordinary novel that
combines historical depth, emotional resonance, and literary excellence. It
is a story that will captivate readers of all ages, leaving a lasting impact on
their hearts and minds.

Whether you are a fan of historical fiction, family sagas, or simply great
literature, "The Pieces We Keep" is a must-read. It is a novel that will stay
with you long after you finish it, reminding you of the power of love,
resilience, and the enduring bonds of family.
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